COURSE OUTLINE

CORNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CORNING, NEW YORK

Course:
American Federal Government (ACE at OMCS)
Semester:
Spring, 2014
Instructor:
Mr. Strobel (sstrobel@gstboces.org)
Office Hours:
Before or After Class

Phone:

607-742-5209
Text:

Magelby and Light - Government by the People 2009 National Edition
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Our main objective is a comprehensive overview of politics in the United States.  Topics will include: the historical and constitutional foundations of US Government; federalism; the branches of Government; political parties and elections; interest groups; policy making; citizens’ ideologies; opinions and political behaviors; and civil rights.  The class is taught and student worked evaluated at an undergraduate (introductory) college level.  .
GRADING:
Your final grade will be based upon your exam scores, Homework, and final.  Your average will be determined by weighting your in class exams as 60% of your average and your final exam as 20% of your average.  Homework assignments will determine 20% of your average.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
The student’s grade for the course depends only on exams and homework.  Attendance is not a factor in determining final grades.  If it becomes apparent that a student’s success is in jeopardy because of lack of attendance, the instructor reserves the right to impose an individual attendance policy on that student and/or drop them from the class.  However, the instructor is at no time under any obligation to drop a student from the class.

SNOW DAY – CANCELLATION POLICY:
In the event a class is cancelled, the material/test scheduled for that day will take place on the next scheduled class day. 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT: (See the student Handbook)

COURSE OUTLINE

	Date
	Chapter
	Topic

	Feb 3-14
	Ch. 1
  
	Constitutional Democracy

	Feb 24-Mar 7

	Ch. 2

	The Living Constitution


	Mar 10-21
	Ch. 3

	American Federalism


	Mar 24-Apr 4

	Ch. 12

	The Presidency


	April 7-18

	Ch. 11

	Congress – The people’s branch


	April 21-May 2

	Ch. 7

	Political Parties


	May 5-May 16

	Ch. 6 & 10

	Interest Groups, The Media and Politics

	May 19-30

	Ch. 8

	Public Opinion, Participation and Voting


	June 2-11

	Ch. 15-16

	The Judiciary – The balancing branch


	
	
	

	June 12-13

	Final review


	

	June 16
	Final Exam
	


The above is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion

